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just, and would be very far from desiring to obstruct
Ms reformation.

Then I represented my own circumstances to Mm
in the most moving terms.    I told him that those
unhappy distresses which first moved him to a gene-
rous friendship for me, would, I hoped, move him to
a little concern for me now, though the criminal
part of our correspondence, which I believed neither
of us intended to fall into at that time, was broken
off; that I desired to repent as sincerely as he had
done, but entreated him to put me in some condition
that I might not be exposed to temptations from
the frightful prospect of poverty and distress; and
if he  had  the  least apprehensions   of my being
troublesome to him, I begged he would put me in a
posture to go back to my mother in Virginia, from
whence he knew I came, and that would put an end
to all his fears on that account; I concluded, that if
he would send me 50/. more to facilitate my going
away, I would send him back a general release, and
would promise never to disturb him more with any
importunities ; unless it were to hear of the well-
doing of the child who, if I found my mother living,
and my circumstances able, I would send for, and
take him also off of Ms hands.

This was indeed all a cheat thus far, vix. that I
had no intention to go to Virginia, as the account
of nry former affairs there may convince anybody of;
but the business was to get this last 50/, of
him, if possible, knowing well enough it would be
the last penny I was ever to expect.

However, the argument I used, namely, of giving
Mm a general release, and never troubling him any
more, prevailed effectually, and he sent me a bill
for the money by a person who brought with him a
general release for me to sign, and which I frankly